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Along the Boardwalk é..On Watch at Winterôs Stage... éby Dotty Brown 
 

 The drop of Cypress needles opens the first curtain of the sloughôs winter stage. The scene now 

seen from the boardwalk contains a mix of Wood Stork, Ibis and Great Egret dabbling in the pud-

dles provided by a welcome New Yearôs Day rain. There is no territorial tension. A second curtain 

opens as the hardwoods release their leaves. A splash of yellow bursts on the scene when a flock of 

Goldfinches descends on a waiting feast of elm seeds. Wood Ducks and Mergansers dot the ponds. 

The ripened harvest attracts the migrating species and changes the scene each day. Come, itôs a 

new show every hour! 

Presidentôs Message 
 

 On April 12, 2008, Lee County will 

host the Grand Opening of the In-

terpretive Center at Six Mile Cy-

press Slough Preserve!  This mes-

sage is dedicated to all of YOU who 

believed in the vision of building an Interpretive Cen-

ter in order to help preserve, protect and promote Six 

Mile Cypress Slough Preserve. This mission brought 

the community and county together in a partnership 

that Lee County has seldom witnessed. THANK 

YOU!  
 

With permission and the blessings of the Board of 

County Commissioners, six years ago, this organiza-

tion began a fundraising drive to build an Interpretive 

Center! A grant awarded from Southwest Florida 

Community Foundation gave us the base and the 

credibility to move into the community to support our 

vision that an Interpretive Center was needed and 

wanted by the citizens of Lee County. Membership 

grew and donations large and small began to build 

upon the belief that we could do it!! You, our mem-

bers and Friends, have made it happen! The County 

Board of Commissioners revised its budget twice in 

order to accept two large checks delivered by Friends 

of Six Mile Cypress Slough Preserve. These donations 

convinced them that this grass-roots level of support 

was significant enough to move forward and complete 

the project.  
 

Thank you, County Board of Commissioners for  

believing in the vision and the mission of 

Friends of Six Mile Cypress Slough Pre-

serve. Thank you, our supporters, for all 

your donations! The donation box at the 

slough has brought in thousands of dollars 

from grateful visitors. 
 

All contributions of $1,000 or more will be 

acknowledged on the donor wall just inside 

the new building. It isnôt too late to have 

your name listed. All donations coming into 

the building fund are now directed toward 

exhibits and displays. The committee is 

working hard with staff to ensure that visi-

tors coming through the Interpretive Center 

will want to come back again and again. 
 

To insure the new building will meet the 

needs of all our visitors we are asking for 

your time as well as your money. There are 

many, many opportunities for you to volun-

teer your services.  Our Friends of Six Mile 

Cypress Slough Preserve support organiza-

tion is always looking for full-time resi-

dents to serve on the Board of Directors.  

Mary and Heather report this yearôs class 

for slough volunteers is full, but we wel-

come the ñseasonedò volunteers to inquire 

about helping in the bookstore. We are all 

looking forward to an exciting and fulfilling 

year at ñThe Sloughò! 

 

Joyce Sanders   

 



GRAND OPENING OF THE INTERPRETIVE             

CENTER AT THE SLOUGH  
 

 SATURDAY, APRIL 12, 2008 10: 00 AM 

Update on the New Interpretive              

Center by Mary Rude 
 

The progress of the new Center is moving along 

quite well.  Currently the interior walls are up 

and being painted.  The bamboo ceiling, a rap-

idly renewable resource, is being placed and 

looks beautiful.  Many other finishes are in the 

works like plumbing, electricity and all that 

make a building work.  Each week I do a site 

visit, and I am amazed how much progress 

takes place in a such a short amount of time. 
 

The Six Mile staff just finished with an out of 

the ordinary venture related to the building pro-

ject.  We made the concrete sidewalk out in 

front of the center a little more interesting.  We 

rented concrete stamps from Washington State 

and stamped animal tracks into the sidewalk.  

The local concrete company was really patient 

with us and gave us lots of pointers.  They tried 

not to laugh too hard when we were out on 

planks and scaffolding.  Luckily none of us fell 

in.  Hmmm, that would have made an interest-

ing ñanimal printò!  
 

We are excitedly looking forward to our Grand 

Opening Saturday April 12th!  Hope to see you 

there. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONNECTIONS ï ON LINE ONLY?  

 

Would you like to receive your copy of CON-

NECTIONS on line? This is another way to 

show your commitment to preserve natural 

resources, consume less as well as save 

money. This funding that can be devoted to 

the interior of our Interpretive Center. You 

can do your part by receiving our newsletter 

on line. If you would like to receive your fu-

ture copies of CONNECTIONS via email 

only, please send your request via email to 

Carolyn Babb at babb88@centuryfla.com. 

Heather Gienapp stamps animal tracks in 

the      concrete sidewalk  

Future Volunteer Resource Room  


